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International Women and Mining Network /
Red Internacional Mujeres y Mineria (RIMM)

About the Network

RIMM is the first unique platform that has brought
together women from different continents to
collaborate on raising the crucial need for gender
justice-alongside social, economic and environmental
justice-in mining affected communities. What started in
1997 as an initiative by various organizations to
explore the gender concerns in mining communities,
took the role of a global platform for women who have
been exploited by mining projects as members of
displaced communities or as workers. Today, RIMM
membership spans over 28 countries across Asia,
Africa, the Americas and the Pacific.

The network initially formed around the following objectives:

! To make visible the serious problems women in mining affected communities face across countries,
governments, non-governmental organizations, human rights groups, trade unions, mining struggle groups
and communities and all other concerned groups.

! To stand as a strong global platform to fight for women's rights vis-à-vis mining.

! To provide an opportunity to bring together women across the world to share their experiences as mine
workers, women suffering and affected by mining and women concerned with mining.

! To represent the voices, complaints and violations of women affected by mining at global forums, trade
unions, national and local governments, civil societies and international human rights organizations.

The activities of RIMM include campaign support to
local struggles, organizing fact finding missions,
research and information exchange, dialogue with
governments, trade unions, civil society, human rights
organizations, bringing member groups together for,
perspective building, training and solidarity.

This book is part of the initiative of the network to bring
the different voices of women campaigning for their
rights in the context of mining companies and mining

projects in their lands, to the focus of political and
economic debate at an international level. Although
this book largely brings out the anguished and angry
stories of women, behind these stories lie very
strategic global politics that are weakening
democracies and worsening military dictatorships
through either constitutional amendments, market
driven policies or by sheer force of the armies and
police. Hence, we hope that these stories provide a
guide to national governments and international
human rights bodies, will develop inclusive growth
models that are based on gender equality and
sensitivity. When RIMM started engaging with civil
society and governments, the most frequent opinions
expressed with respect to women's problems in
mining, indicated the lack of understanding and even a
thought to an issue that so hugely affects women-that
mining has several seriously negative impacts on
women, their livelihoods, social life and security. This
led us to the realization for compiling first hand stories
and documentation from women across the world
fighting specific campaigns in order to give concrete
evidence of the problems and perspectives of women.



    As the number of mineral extraction projects worldwide 
surges, common concerns are emerging within mining affected 
communities spanning from the southern tips of Patagonia and 
Australia to the Arctic regions. Women from diverse regions—
including the Andean plains and Amazonian forests, the coastal 
regions of Indonesia and the Philippines, the mountaintops of 
North-Eastern Thailand, Indigenous territories of Turtle Island, 
and the Guatemalan highlands, as well as villages in the Niger 
Delta, western Ghana, and South Africa—are challenging the 
agendas of corporations seeking to unearth local mineral 
wealth. While these women may be responsible for cooking, 
cleaning, household water acquisition, caring for the young and 
old, and maintaining subsistence level economic activities, they 
are also outspoken community organizers. Many are drawing 
connections between the building of large-scale mines and 
the corresponding deterioration of social, cultural, economic, 
and physical well-being of local populations. As mine workers, 
women are also demanding safer working conditions and a 
dignified wage. Yet, when women do attempt to make their 
voices heard as community and worker advocates, many assert 
that their recommendations are not taken seriously by those 
in positions of power. Instead, they face death threats, arrest, 
incarceration, physical attacks, and harassment at the hands of 
mining interests and security forces, paramilitary operations, the 
police, or male colleagues and family members. 

From household kitchenware to state military equipment, 
dependence on metallic goods has become virtually 
inescapable. In the past, the search for increasing quantities 
of minerals—in particular, gold and oil—was a key motivation 
behind imperial journeys and the colonization and subjugation 
of entire populations. However, mining has also been 
practised for thousands of years, typically on a small-scale and 
subsistence level, by both men and women. Over the course 
of history, women have assumed responsibilities within, and 
in opposition to, mining activities. Yet, it is rare that women’s 
thoughts, perceptions and concerns about the extractive 
industries, particularly in relation to the health of their families 
and communities, are heard in historical and contemporary 
accounts. The following publication of testimonies is one way 
women from mining affected regions are raising awareness 
about the issues with which they are confronted on a daily basis, 
as well as their aspirations for change.

In recent decades, a relatively small number of multinational 
conglomerate mining and oil corporations have consolidated 

their power, seeking to influence state policy in the global 
North and South, and pressuring governments to forgo the 
development of environmental, labour and fiscal regulations. 
Taking advantage of civil conflicts, weak governments, corrupt 
regimes, paramilitary and private security forces, repressive 
national security and anti-terrorism measures, and already 
existing social inequities, corporate operations commonly 
facilitate militarization of the regions near mining concessions, 
extinguish traditional ways of life, and undermine local 
assertions of the right to self-determination.  As an industry 
that produces immense volumes of greenhouse gases while 
simultaneously destroying rich ecological biodiversity, mineral 
extraction projects are also a significant contributor to the global 
climate crisis. As the testimonials in this publication suggest, 
the expansion of the extractive industries have not only been 
facilitated by multilateral institutions—including the World 
Bank and International Monetary Fund—but also imposed as 
requirements for international development loans and support.

From Ecuador to Australia, areas considered ‘protected’ as 
national parks or world heritage sites have become the sites of 
resource-based struggles. Increasingly, communities and allied 
academics as well as activists are becoming aware that such 
collectively valued land has been sought and bought by mining 
companies. Many of the affected populations, including the 
Shoshone, Shuar, Mayan, Adivasi, and Kokatha Mula Indigenous 
Peoples, refuse to be silent as mining companies seek to 
extract minerals from areas understood as significant cultural 
and religious sites or ancestral burial grounds. In particular, 
grandmothers and mothers express their desire to ensure that 
future generations have the opportunity to see and know these 
unique sites.  When large-scale mining companies purchase land 
once used by entire communities as a site for artisanal mineral 
digging and panning, many women also see their sources of 
livelihood extinguished.

Women whose voices are reflected in the following chapters 
express priorities to ensure the availability of clean water for 
their families, adequate food for members of their household, 
resources to care for their children, the elderly and the sick, a 
secure and safe home, and a basic subsistence level income. 
From Nigeria to India, women also commonly speak of their lack 
of property ownership rights, and of coping with harassment 
by men within workplaces, labour unions, social movement 
organizations, public spaces and their own homes.  In smaller-
scale operations, such as the tin and iron mines of Bolivia and 
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IN/SIGHT AND ON-SITE:
Women from Mining Affected Communities Mobilize 





India respectively, companies hire women as contract labour 
under conditions that offer inadequate wages, no job security, 
no training or suitable equipment for basic occupational 
health and safety, and no protection from discrimination or 
harassment. 

Large-scale mining projects by corporations listed on 
international stock exchanges also negatively impact women’s 
lives. From affected communities in South Africa, Ghana, 
the Philippines and Guatemala, women have witnessed a 
downward spiral in their quality of life: homes are demolished 
or damaged during ‘removal’ operations and mine blasting; 
water sources are polluted by mine tailings; agricultural 
fields and household gardens become infertile due to 
contamination by toxic mine dust; illness and hunger becomes 
widespread; incidences of deformed babies and unhealthy 
children increase; trust between and within families dissolves; 
communities become militarized and permeated by fear;  and 
employment opportunities remain an illusion within a male-
dominated industry. Younger generations of women also may 
decide to migrate to urban centres—or even abroad—in search 
of work. As articulated by women in communities from Costa 
Rica to Tanzania and Australia, the influx of male workers has 
torn apart the social fabrics of both the communities in which 
the mines are located, and in which the families of migrants 
remain. Consequences include increasing incidences of gender 
based violence, sexually transmitted diseases, drug abuse, as 
well as intensified food and housing insecurities.  

Confronting the circumstances of the economic recession 
of 2008-09, many companies opted to ‘mothball’ mine sites 
around the world without considering plans for ecological 
rehabilitation or community-oriented recovery strategies. The 

fate of impacted regions are similar: contaminated wastelands, 
poisoned groundwater, dilapidated housing, unemployment, 
poor quality or non-existent infrastructure, ruptured families, 
and a lack of compensation for lost land as well as mine-related 
illnesses and deaths. 

Corporations’ technical vocabulary that espouses ‘social 
responsibility’ but in reality fails to uphold the right of 
communities to grant or withhold permission for new mining 
developments, or to comply with standards enshrined 
in the United Nations as well as the International Labour 
Organization, is not enough to solve such disastrous legacies of 
large-scale mineral extraction. As many of the women featured 
in this publication suggest, meaningful changes to the current 
state of affairs will require alternative approaches.

This publication is one step towards building an awareness 
of the challenges and struggles experienced by women in 
particular places where companies are extracting wealth from 
the depths of the earth. The perspectives of these outspoken 
women on mining are rarely heard in international media, 
court rooms, parliamentary legislatures, or international policy 
development forums. In the following pages, women provide 
first-hand accounts of the destructive impacts of the extractive 
industries on their health and livelihoods—and on that of 
their communities. They also call for a bold re-visioning of 
the current unsustainable industrial practices exhausting the 
earth’s finite natural resources. Women from around the world 
are putting the extractive industries on notice. They demand 
respect for human and environmental rights, a dignified basis 
of survival, and their communities’ right to determine when oil 
and minerals would be better left beneath the soil.  
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africa

 
 

 



ghana
Because of the 

sensitization 

from WACAM, 

I now know 

where to go and 

who to contact 

in case of any 

problem in the 

community…The 1992 Constitution and the 

‘Minerals and Mining Act’ are my closest friends 

now. I don’t want the mining company to cheat 

my community.  And I know my rights as a 

citizen living in a mining community….[I] feel 

very powerful in the sight of both the mining 

company, and the men in my community. 

 

Defending Land, Life and Dignity 7



nigeria
 

 

 

8 Defending Land, Life and Dignity



Women’s Voices

 

Defending Land, Life and Dignity 9



10 Defending Land, Life and Dignity



 

 

 

Defending Land, Life and Dignity 11



tanzania
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south africa
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Digging deep in pits for glory
Man did not see the brilliant light of 

life...
For it was the metals that he craved...
And where ever man’s footprint flew

like a cancer every footprint 
unravelled yet another thread of web 
and in its place no longer did the dew 

form life
But dried so that the raindrops cried 
the dirge of the dying and the dead.
And no longer washed away the dirt 
but spread instead the dust of death
And where once verdant pastures 

grew and forests tall

I saw a desert spread 

I watched the web of life was 
breaking

And everywhere it broke it left
Nought but a footprint of the man...

But digging deep in pits for glory
Man did not, would not hear...

So the creatures of the isle all fled
For life was nil and of the metals and 

stone they could not eat
Except those small few content to 

carrion 
the crumbs of man cast out.

And as I watched man broke the web.

He tore the fragile thread.
And the life of life began to fade 
And all vitality turned to dust....

And when the light began to fade
Only then did man look up....

And in the cold dark sightless void
Where once the raindrops cried, the 

lifeless orb now drifted.
For the web of life was too far 

broken 
and nothing could be saved.

There was nothing to be saved. 

-Val Payn, Pondoland  
community activist  

(Excerpted from “The Web of Life”)
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south africa

“PPL is unable to prove the achievement of free, prior and 
informed consent (in line with international best practice) 
beyond the provision of one-on-one agreements between the 
Project and individual community members…” 

“[T]he Special Rapporteur received testimonies from community 
members who were displaced to other lands in order to proceed with 
the extracting activity [at the PPL mine]. All the testimonies stated 
that the relocation was done without appropriate consultation or 
timing information, nor following adequate procedures of relocation. 
A majority spoke of the use of violence when police broke into the 
house during the night to carry out the eviction.”

“Independent water sampling analysis commissioned by ActionAid 
confirms… the water to be unfit for human consumption, containing 
high concentrations of total dissolved salts, sulphur and nitrate. 
The report found it could safely be deduced that the cause of 
contamination was mining activities.”
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We get upset when our children say ‘I want 

something to eat—I’m hungry.’ As women, we 

have always ploughed the land, but now we cannot. 

The mining company is taking the land we used to 

plough because they want to build a slimes [tailings] 

dam here.

Because of the mine, fields are fenced in, and we 

never get the opportunity to go and plough the 

land. If we try to use the land, we are confronted by 

security.

Burial Grounds Desecrated

    Establishing their operations on ancestral burial grounds, 
Anglo has unilaterally excavated graves sites with tractor-loader 
machinery. Haphazard processes for grave removal and reburial 
have caused bones and headstones to become mixed up. Local 
populations have felt their traditions, cultural norms, and sense 
of  dignity have all been disregarded and disrespected. Expressing 
the perspective of  many in the affected village of  Sekuruwe, one 
resident asserted:

“Traditionally and culturally, I believe graves should be   
  respected. There are different ways of exhuming graves to 
  preserve everything and be respectful.”

Workplace Grievances

    From underground, workers express frustration about the 
lack of  benefits brought by the mine, the unfulfilled promises 
of  the company, as well as health and safety risks. During a 
meeting in the worker settlement of  Skimming in November 
2008, many workers shared testimonies of  becoming ill with 
respiratory diseases, stomach problems, chronic dizziness and 
constant headaches, and of  concerns about the startling numbers 
of  workplace injuries and fatalities at Anglo’s South African 
platinum mines.
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Women from Mokopane Speak Out: Two 

Testimonials 

, 

_______________________________________________________________

Notes
ActionAid International. “Precious Metal: The Impact of AngloPlatinum on 
Poor Communities in Limpopo, South Africa”. March 2008. 
www.actionaid.org.uk/doc_lib/angloplats_miningreport_aa.pdf.
AngloPlatinum. “AngloPlatinum’s Comments on the SAHRC’s mining 
related observations and recommendations”. 4 Nov. 2008. 
www.angloplatinum.com/def_main.asp?Id=investor_media/im_latest_
news/ap.htm
Kothari, M. “Preliminary observations as of 24 April 2007 by the United 
Nations Special Rapporteur on Adequate Housing, Mr. Miloon Kothari 
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“My role model is Mahatma Gandhi because he always 
considered the nation, and treated all people equally – and 
he did this through promoting non-violence.”

We formed the organization as we were concerned 
that our land was just given away to companies 
without anybody asking us—the local communities—
for our consent. When you look around in our 
communities now, you can see the damage this 
has caused. The forests are gone, the water is 
contaminated, wildlife is disappearing, and the 
traditional way of life is quickly changing. 
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cambodia

It is only four months ago that all of a sudden this 
mine was closed. They left nothing but a big scar on 
the land. When the company arrived in this village, 
none of the local residents were informed. They 
were just told to move away from the area and were 
prohibited from entering the mining concession. Both 
women and men suffered. Women were unable to 
collect non-timber forest products important for their 
families’ food and income sources, and men were 
prevented from [continuing] the traditional artisanal 
gem stone mining which was the main source of 
income for the families living here.

Community representatives came to our organization 
raising concerns about the company’s practices. They 
were very worried that they were no longer able to 
support their families. The company also contaminated 
their water sources and now women had to go far to 

fetch drinking water. Traditional cultural rights were 
also affected, as land preserved for spiritual life was 
excavated and exploited...Communities felt afraid to 
raise their concerns directly with the mine operators, 
[as well as] local and provincial authorities.
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india

The essence of life is land, air and water, without 
which we cannot survive. As important as our land 
is, so is the forest.  Killing the forests means stealing 
our knowledge, not only from us but from all our 
future generations. So we ask the government not 
to touch our lands and our forests, or to give them 
away to outsiders or companies.  We do not want the 
government to dig up our lands for mining projects, or 
to submerge our villages for big dams.

             – Nookalamma, Beespuram village

The government can help us improve our lands, help 
us fight the exploitation of the traders and middle-
men; it can help us reduce our burden in grinding, 
pounding and processing by giving us machines to 
save women’s labour. But the government should not 
take our lands away as our food security is dependent 
on our control of our lands.

              – Ramulamma, Rallavalasa village
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    In Beesupuram, the adivasi women have 

blocked roads, punctured the tyres of  company 
vehicles, and do not allow the mining company 
to take samples of  the ore or place stakes in the 
land. They have approached the State Human 
Rights Commission to submit their complaints, 
and have sought support from all political parties. 
One of  the adivasi leaders, Nukalamma, has 
been fighting against the mining company and 
mobilizing women; encouraging them to speak 
up in front of  officials, and send petitions to 
the government.  Nukalamma has been facing 
constant harassment from police and company 
agents who visit her house and try to break 
her morale with intimidation. The pressure is 
mounting on these women, but they are holding 
on to their land, their plantations, and their forest 
wealth.

    In S. Kota, the adivasi women and rural 
women have defied officials by blocking the 
roads and preventing a mining company from 
completing exploratory work on their lands. 
The community, which has already experienced 
displacement by two other projects, worked 
tirelessly over two generations to convert an 
expanse of  rocks and wilderness into one of  the 
most fertile belts in the region with rich paddy 
fields, banana and coconut plantations, and 
cash crops. The women were enraged when the 
government declared their lands were ‘waste and 
uncultivable,’ and suitable for a bauxite refinery. 
Determined to stop the proposal from moving 
forward, the women organized public meetings, 
lobbied with the opposition parties to support 
their struggle, travelled to the state capital to 
register their complaints with the State Human 
Rights Commission, and have been continuously 
mobilizing against the project. They have publicly 
declared that they will not allow their lands to be 
taken away. 
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    [T]he government… put up posters to show how 
poor we are now, and how our villages would be 
transformed beautifully if we allow mining. To 
convince us more, we were taken in buses to other 
mining areas where they said people were happy 
and prosperous. We saw some prosperity, but not for 
people like us, adivasis—who had owned that land 
before. Prosperity was for the mining township where 
officers and their families had all the facilities… 
[T]heir children had good schools and hospitals. Our 
adivasi people were living in broken-down houses in 
slums, and were living on the streets even after many 
years of mining. Their children were not going to the 
beautiful schools… [T]here were no adivasis in the 

clean hospitals.  
    So we came back home and continued to protest…
The company started providing medicines and doctors 
[to our community]. And to break our cohesion, the 
government and companies ...tried to convince our 
youth [by] promising them good jobs, sent them off to 
training camps and… [gave] monetary compensation 
with which they could buy motorbikes and other 
material benefits…Now, our youth defy us, and 
say we women are preventing them from getting 
‘developed’.  Our men drink, and easily fall prey to 
the tricks of the companies.  The political leaders are 
bought off, and made to sign agreements that say our 
communities want mining.  

The police come and harass us women, who speak 
our demands aloud.  They file false cases against 
us, and threaten that we will neither have our land 
nor any compensation... We are confused whether 
to continue our protest, or resign to our fate. But we 
will fight until the end, as we have to think of our 
children. 

    In Makavaripalem, where a bauxite refinery is planned, 
women leaders from the surrounding villages are using 
a range of  strategies to pressure the government to 
abandon the project. Although a Public Hearing was held 
(as mandated under the Environment Protection Act of  
1986), the community had not been given prior access to 
environmental impact assessment documents. Aware of  
the groundswell of  opposition to the proposal, officials 
sent police battalions to the adivasi settlements to monitor 
the area days in advance of  the hearing. Despite such 
blatant intimidation tactics, women mobilized from all 
affected villages to attend the hearing along with their 
families. They were determined to demonstrate their 
concerns. 
    On the day of  the hearing, the women were met with 
an overwhelming force of  police in riot gear with tear 
gas. The only woman given the opportunity to speak, 
Achamma, clearly stated the reasons why her community 
opposed the project, expressing the sentiments of  all 
women present. Although the hearing abruptly ended, the 
building plans for the refinery moved ahead. As a result, 
the women continued to organize, and eventually decided 
to go on hunger strike for more than a month. Officials 
hastily agreed not to go against the will of  the adivasi 
communities. However, they forgot these promises as 
soon as the hunger strike was called off. The government 
proceeded to acquire lands and force people to accept 
compensation, before proper clearances were obtained. 
Soon, the company began road construction across 
peoples’ fields—during the middle of  the night when 
people were not there to protest.  

28 Defending Land, Life and Dignity





india

Defending Land, Life and Dignity 29



 

Before the mines, we were all living happily. But when the 
mines opened here, farming was not possible any more. We 
poor people face a lot of neglect from the mining companies. 
But we have become addicted to mining because that is a job 
we can do and earn enough money to feed our families.

From the time I began breaking stones at the mines, I had 
fevers, pains, and all types of infections. My children came 
with me to work and they were sick as well. But now what to 
do except hope that the mining will start again? Then I will 
once again have an income, at least something to survive!... 
But if there were opportunities to learn to read and write, 
and also to learn other types of [occupational] skills, I 
would certainly participate, no doubt!

The big organizations and unions were not taking on 
the issues of health and safety for the women and children 
working informally at the mines. Nor were they addressing 
the needs for crèches, schools, health clinics and a better 
environment.  We [staff of Sakhi] are taking on a role here, 
focusing on empowering women and girls of marginalized 
backgrounds.
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    Before the mines closed, I worked almost every day to 

load iron. When we worked, we had headaches, muscle 
and back pains, and breathing problems. But then we 
would just take tablets from the doctor. This work was 
good because it only required two or three hours in the 
morning. After the loading work, I could come back home 
and do all the household jobs that need to be done. But 
then about nine months ago [June 2008], there were no 
loading jobs anymore. Now I have a small shop to earn 
money, but it does not provide enough income for my 
family. Other women who worked in the same loading 
group as me do construction and domestic work. Now, the 
whole day is spent doing other work so that we can earn 
enough to survive. But the little amount that we make is 
not enough to keep any savings. 
    As I see it, women are the ones who work all day 
and take on all the risks and responsibilities for their 
families and households. We have no time to enjoy life. 
Meanwhile, our husbands have all day and night to enjoy 
everything. They drink, gamble, scold, tease, complain and 
beat us. They don’t even take on as much responsibility 
as our young daughters, who also work to help run the 
household. Our daughters get married off  once they are 
thirteen or fourteen. Marriage of  a daughter is a major 
burden because her family has to take out a loan of  30-50 
thousand rupees for her marriage. These loans accumulate 
a lot of  interest. When we earn such little amounts of  
money how can we ever manage except by going into debt? 

I send my children to the Sakhi crèche because I am able 
to feel free to go to work without any concern about how 
my child will be all day. My dream is for my children to go 
to school, but this dream does not seem to be possible right 
now. 

There is a problem of water here. Sometimes the water is 
clear, and sometimes it is cloudy. Sometimes it is mixed with 
mine waste and is very red. Other times there is no water at 
all.

There are no drainage facilities for our sewage. With 
all the mine wastes in the water, there are a lot of cases of 
chikungunya [similar to dengue fever]. The mosquitoes are 
everywhere, and give us malaria as well as other diseases. 
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    We used to grow sunflower seeds, sugar cane, rice 

and groundnuts, and be self sufficient. But now we have 

a problem because the crop yields are less, the leaves 

of the plants are wilted, and our vegetables have gone 

bad. The factories and mines use so much water, that 

our fields are now cracked and dry. This never happened 

before the factory and mining came here. The water we 

used to irrigate our fields is mixed now with chemicals 

from the factory and our vegetables have turned a 

reddish colour. The factory water also flows into the 

drinking water. Some people are sick with stomach 

problems; some have died. Only a few years ago—before 

the factory was operating there were no sicknesses in 

our village. Now everyone is sick. These are some of 

the reasons why we villagers organized ourselves into a 

farmers’ rights group.

We organized a satyagraha [non-violent protest] to 

close the iron factory. We believe that the factory owner 

should control the dust pollution, rehabilitate the land, 

pay the workers better wages, properly compensate 

farmers for their loss of land and agricultural 

livelihoods, support the building of a community health 

centre, and build a school too. After three days, the 

police broke through our protest, and struck  us with 

their batons. The factory owners have now filed a case 

against thirty of us activists. But at least we have the 

support of our Gram Panchayat [local governance 

structure]. 

Before the satyagarha, the factory owners tried to 

buy our land by offering us jobs. But this land is ours; it 

keeps our families alive. Without it, we have nothing. 

After our protests, no jobs are being offered to us.   I 

would say that the factory and the mines should just 

close. This would solve most of our problems right now. 
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     My name is Werima Mananta. I am from Sorowako, 
South Sulawesi, Indonesia where the Canadian-owned 
nickel mining company Inco has impacted the Karonsi’e 
Dongi community. Land was taken over arbitrarily for the 
company. Inco is only taking the rich natural resources 
in Sorowako, and making the Sorowako community poor. 
Sorowako is very rich in natural resources. The land is 
very fertile. The vast forest is home to resources such as 
rattan, resin, wood, honey and other non-timber products. 
The lakes are rich in fish. Fishing is a source of livelihood 
for local people. The lakes are also used for transportation 
by the local people. The community makes a living from 
planting rice, vegetables, and cocoa. Women collect resin 
and rattan from the forest and sell these products. This 
fertile land was taken away from us in 1968 under the 
‘New Order Regime’ era, without any discussion with the 
Karonsi’e Dongi indigenous community. Inco came and 
took over the land and destroyed all that Karonsi’e Dongi 
people possessed. At that time, we were not on our land—we 
were refugees because of a conflict that broke out in the 
1950s. In the 1970s, we returned when the situation was 
safe. We found our village had become a golf course, where 
Inco employees played golf. Our gardens and rice fields 
were no longer there. Our ancestral graveyard had become 
a dormitory for the mine workers, with only a portion of the 
graveyard remaining. This graveyard became evidence that 
our community existed there. After the authoritarian ‘New 
Order Regime’ era was over, we began returning to our land 
in the year 2000 to rebuild the Karonsi’e Dongi village. 
Because all the land was taken over by Inco, we finally built 
huts along the outskirts of the golf course on abandoned 
mining land.

    We have become an audience watching Inco employees 
play golf on our land. This has caused misery for us. Today, 
there are twenty-six huts built on the reclaimed land. These 
huts house thirty families. Since moving there, we have 
been terrorized and intimidated. We are told that we are 
not allowed to stay there because it is not safe and healthy. 
But this area is the site of a planned hotel development 
by the company. Our community has been torn apart. Not 
all of the Karonsi’e Dongi people are able to return to the 
village because there is no land to build homes and grow 
gardens and farm. Our forest has been destroyed. Our 
source of livelihood has been taken away and we have 
become poor because we are not able to get work with the 
company. Only a few in our community have worked as 
labourers at the Inco operation on temporary contracts. Our 
children are not able to go to school because they cannot 
afford the school fees. The school fees are very expensive. 
To feed our families, women have planted vegetables and 
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bananas around the huts. We can no longer grow rice 
because the land has been destroyed. In 2003, the police 
and Inco security threatened to burn our huts because we 
were on ‘Inco land.’ Some of us were brought to the police 
station, interrogated and threatened with a three-month jail 
sentence. For the more than thirty-seven years that Inco has 
operated in Sorowako, it has mined Sorowako’s rich natural 
resources and destroyed the source of our livelihoods. The 
company has never compensated the Karonsi’e Dongi 
people. But their reports suggest that all the land problems 
in Sorowako have been resolved.

    Because we are suffering very much, and are always 
intimidated, we have done various actions to demand that 
our rights be returned to us. University students, the mine 
workers’ union and non-governmental organizations 
supported our community in the occupation of the Inco 
office from September 14th to 18th, 2005. A seventy year 
old Karonsi’e Dongi woman, two university students, a 
retrenched Inco worker, and a representative from the 

community participated in a three day hunger strike. After 
we returned to Sorowako on September 28th 2005, we did 
an action there. We were intimidated and some of us were 
arrested. The company always uses the police to make sure 
we fail in our struggle. The company causes provocation 
in the community. This strategy is used by the company to 
ensure that discussions fail and there is no resolution.

 
After Word
    In March 2009, more than two years after Werima’s 
testimony, the Government of Canada finally released 
a report on “Corporate Social Responsibility and the 
Canadian Extractive Industries in Developing Countries”. 
Recommendations tabled by a government-appointed 
multi-stakeholder advisory group—including a complaints 
mechanism, an Ombudsman system, a Compliance Review 
Committee, and sanctions for those companies which breach 
agreed-upon environmental and human rights standards—
were rejected. Efforts to hold Canadian mining companies to 
account for human and environmental abuses—on the streets 
as well as in the halls of the parliament and courts—continue.  
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   Our family has been living for the last three generations 
in the Buuruljyyt River basin to breed our livestock. This 
area traditionally belonged to herders who have yaks. We 
now have two hundred yaks, and three hundred goats. In 
the last decade, many mining companies started to operate 
on our land. Now, we face large-scale environmental 
degradation. As a result, herders migrate to neighbouring 
pasture lands. Now there are frequent conflicts between 
herders because of the diminished grassland and fresh 
water sources. Mines now occupy the most suitable land for 
[our] nomadic lifestyle – those areas with sources of fresh 
water and grassland. Initially, our governors protected our 
interests, not the interests of the companies. Eventually, they 
started to support the companies. We suspect this support is 
because of bribery. Our governors became wealthy as soon 
as they started to negotiate with the companies. Therefore, 
we (herders) decided to fight for our rights, and strongly 
oppose the mining companies. 

    However, some herders started to change their minds, and 
were convinced by the people from the company. Eventually, 
our struggle lost strength. Now the Mongol Gazar company 
is operating in the river basin. The river nearby has started 
to disappear because the company uses a lot of water. They 
[Mongol Gazar] have constructed a [tailings] pond nearby 
and also frequently pour polluted water into the river.
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We do not want mining in our community because the 
majority of us are farmers and we are dependent on our 
land and our water for survival...our land will be mined and 
our water will be disturbed…[O]ur livelihood will be lost 
and we will all die.

 

    “Anglo exerted considerable efforts toward community 
development and relations as it encountered problems 
in accessing critical areas due to resistance from local 
government units and residents.”

    We know that gold lies underneath our farm lots and our 
water source [that is] worth millions of pesos. But, we value 
more the lives of the people here in our small community, 
the lives of people around our community, and [the lives of] 
their children’s children. These [lives] are unquantifiable by 
money.  
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  For one whole month in August 2006, I was unable 

to leave my house because of threats. Unidentified 
motorcycle-riding men were seen at night near my 
house and my parents’ house. My child attending 
nursery school stopped [going to class] because I could 
not accompany him anymore to school. I could not 
even step out of my own doorstep, and communication 
was very difficult.
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  We have to continue with our struggle because 
we know that the government is hell-bent in pushing 
for the revitalization of the mining industry in the 
Philippines. Under the Arroyo regime, the way to 
recover from the national economic crisis is through 
the mining industry, and in Conner (one of the twenty-
four national mining priority areas), this means the 
mining concession application of Anglo American. 
We know we will be facing harsher conditions, but 
we cannot just close our eyes, shut our ears, and do 
nothing. We will defend our land and resources for 
our children and for the future generations.  We have 
learned many lessons in our struggle. We realized that 
we have to link with the broader public for strength 
and support. We also realized that it takes courage, 
sacrifice and patience amidst fear to do the right thing 
for the people.

 
    We succeeded in stopping the large logging 
operations; we survived the dark years of 
militarization. We stopped two giant mining firms in 
their exploration, withstanding pressures from the 
companies and government officials who colluded with 
the companies. So what will stop us from completely 
preventing large corporate mines to operate in our 
land? There is no better place [to live] than Conner, 
unless we cease living.
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to enjoy adequate living conditions, particularly in 
relation to housing, sanitation, electricity and water 
supply, transport and communications.
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Life in Botilao before they [Marcopper] started to 
dump the tailings into our bay was good. There was 
plenty of fish and they were easy to get. The income 
was enough for us. After 1975, our life became very 
hard. We already noticed the effects after the first 
months because some of the fish left the bay. Then our 
main coral reefs became covered by tailings. It made 
our family life hard. We could only use my salary as 
a classroom teacher. [My husband]Ka Guding  had 
to leave our bay to fish…and would only come home 
during the full moon between 1975 and 1989. 

—Vilma Piguerra, Calancan Bay Fisherfolks 
Federation
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    Our lives became more difficult in the village 
because more people told us to stop our opposition. 
They became pro-mine and just wanted the jobs. Even 
the Barangay Captain [elected village head] was against 
us now.  When Ka Guding became the complainant 
[in the lawsuit against Marcopper] he couldn’t fish 
anymore and he always had to go to meetings. I 
supported his travel with my salary, but I was alone 
with the children and had to look after my in-laws as 
well. The worst part was that the ones who opposed us 
in the village became more angry to[wards] us.
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    My trip to Canada was an unforgettable experience. I 
was able to air our grievances with Marcopper and Placer 
Dome. Canadians really cared about our story. But it was 
also very hard to make the trip alone, and to speak out 
against the company in the press conference in Ottawa 
in the parliament building. Now our biggest concern is 
to stop mining in Marinduque forever…[W]e want to be 
successful in our lawsuit for the compensation of those 
who were affected in Calancan Bay and to rehabilitate our 
environment. I will continue to be an activist until the end!

    I am devoted to this work with MACEC for the 
environment and for the people of Marinduque, but the 
hardest thing has been sacrificing my family; my kids—
especially when I was the only one [staff person] in MACEC. 
I left my little kids for weeks with in-laws and my husband. 

Even now, I am always away from home in spite of little pay. 
You know, one of my kids said to me, ‘Mommy, why didn’t 
you go abroad?’. That was very hard. 

We are worrying about how we will be able to pay for their 
education…I am really just a simple woman; a simple 
mother; a simple wife. But from a simple woman I’m 
expanded—I am learning so much, I’m educated more, and 
I have become more brave. It was great to go to Canada, but 
when I came back, I became very much afraid and worried 
that my life was not safe. In Canada, I spoke out against the 
company in the media and at the shareholder meeting…Our 
biggest worry in Marinduque now is the imminent danger 
because of the old dams and structures up in the mountains 
at the mine site. These are not maintained. Even the DENR 
[Department of Environment and Natural Resources] 
acknowledges the danger, but no action! I hope our lawsuit 
will be successful so the people can have compensation and 
there will be money for rehabilitation of the environment 
and to make the dams safe. This work is not really a job, it is 
a mission!  

_______________________________________________________________
Additional Sources:
Coumans, Catherine. 1995. “Ideology, Social Movement Organization, 
Patronage and Resistance in the Struggle of Marinduquenos Against 
Marcopper” in Pilipinas No. 24.

Coumans, Catherine. 2000. “Placer Dome” in Undermining the 
Forests: the need to control transnational mining companies: A 
Canadian Case Study.  

Coumans, Catherine. 2005. Philippine Province Files Suit Against 
Placer Dome – Background. http://www.miningwatch.ca/index.php?/
Marcopper_Mine/Marinduque_suit_backgnd. 

Oxfam Australia. 2005. “Mining Ombudsman Case Report: Marinduque 
Island.” http://www.oxfam.org.au/resources/filestore/originals/OAus-
MiningOmbudsmanMarinduque-0305.pdf.
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   I am concerned about the safety and health of 
the people in the villages beside the mine. Especially, 
I am worried about those who are poor, as no one is 
interested in the impacts of the cyanide poisoning on 
them. There are not proper environmental standards 
to protect their health. Since women have the job of 
taking care of our families, when more people are 
getting ill [from the mine], we will have an increasing 
amount of work. On the surface, many people think 
that women don’t work. But in reality we do… 

    
    It is not fair that there are no participation 
mechanisms for the community [to discuss the 
mine site] and no information about the mining 
developments. Meanwhile, the company only tells us 
about the good prospects of the mine. We never hear 
about what the impacts will be on our health, our 
communities, or our land. But what mining company 
would give the community this information? I don’t 
think there is such a company!  

    
     With big ‘development’ projects like this mine, 
there are more community conflicts. Our solidarity 
and identity are destroyed. We need to try to maintain 
the solidarity of our communities and our identity. In 
order to do this, we started a cotton clothes collective 
and other occupational groups, like weaving and food 
production. 

    
    We are trying to spread information to residents 
in the area about the company’s mining licence and 
the negative impacts of gold mining through word of 
mouth and community meetings. Our demands are to 
close the mine and not open any new sites. We want 
honest information about the future of our health, 
our land, our children and our communities. We 
cannot take our mountain back, and will not ever be 
able to recover the soil, the water, forest and clean 
air.  But we want to reclaim this area for ourselves. 
It is our community—the forest, the rice paddies, the 
waterways are for the people—and all of this should 
not be sold to companies and destroyed.
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We heard about the sadness and despair felt by 
people as they saw their country destroyed and 
contaminated by open-cast uranium mining.  We heard 
about the way the community became divided because 
of the promises from the mining company of jobs, 
land use royalties, better housing and services.  We 
witnessed the despair on peoples’ faces as the royalty 
money from the company started a cycle of economic 
dependency.  
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“Inhaadi ngalpurlaru yarta—Adnyamathanharu.”—
“This is my country—it belongs to Adnyamathanha.”
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   We are in a semi-arid area that has a very pristine and 
sensitive environment. It can’t take very much interference 
at all—if any—really. There are already all these issues 
with climate change and all these water [shortage] issues 
within the nation, it just doesn’t make sense that mining 
companies will be permitted to use underground water. 
What do we actually get from mining in the long run? 
We get inanimate objects that actually don’t even sustain 
life. To sustain life, we need food and water. Much of our 

traditional lands have special women’s places, [which are] 
quite significant. Tampering with those sites certainly will 
have dire consequences…

    Right from the start of [the land] negotiations, women 
were being de-voiced...One of the really sad things that 
happened was that women were forced out of a committee 
that was making decisions about places and culture and 
mining. So we didn’t have a voice to protect our sites.

    The thing is, if women were to kick men out [of 
committees], and men didn’t have a voice, it would be a 
different matter. So again, women are being devalued and 
not being respected…In our culture, in the old ways, women 
had equal standing to men. Women had their business—
and the men had theirs. That was respected. But in recent 
times, that’s gone . We have been a group of people who 
have known how to live with each other…Certainly, [the 
procedures for approving] ‘Native Title’ and mining have 
been very divisive…Mining becomes…another form of 
genocide of our people. 

    For myself, all my life has been spent in and around the 
bush with old people. I can’t imagine it [the land] being 
destroyed for material gains…

     We wish just to be able to have the arena to make 
demands to the government and mining companies…We’ve 
taken the political steps to have our matters addressed…We 
are the rightful traditional owners who are trying to have 
our voice heard, and receive answers to our questions in a 
respectful way…We try to work together very hard for the 
maintenance and protection of our culture and our lands. 
Our people vary in skin colour. Don’t judge us by the colour 
of our skin. Look at our hearts and minds. We are Kokatha 
Mula—meaning true speaking Kokatha People.

   Under the white man’s terms, the country belongs to the 
Crown, and thus the government. Our ancestors never gave 
it away—and we never gave it away. So in the Aboriginal 
way, that land is still ours. 

    If mineral sands spill into the ocean, I guess there’ll be 
devastation: dead fish, the seafood that we’ve been brought 
up on will be contaminated—and there’s another livelihood 
gone. Currently, if we’ve got no money, we can still…feed 
our kids from the sea and from the land. Should mining 
go ahead and they start tapping into the underground 
streams to take the water away, the trees, the animals and 
the humans that depend on them [will be affected]. Our  
traditional food is on the land and in the ocean. Whether 
they kill the animals by taking the water—or contaminating 
it—the health concerns are probably going to be really bad.
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Women won’t get jobs in mines. You might get a job as a 
secretary or a cleaner, but most of the jobs will go to the men. 
The companies are intending to fly workers in—and fly them 
out. So a lot of men will be away from their families for weeks 
at a time. They are not going to build a new community out in 
the middle of the desert, and women and children will be left 
on their own. In the end, this will impact on women’s mental 
health as well as their physical health. 

    The impact on women—at this stage—is the huge pressure 
of responsibility to stop [mineral] exploration and mining; to 
save the land. Anybody who goes against the government…is 
probably looked upon as a traitor.

    If mining goes ahead, women will be devastated: they will 
be destroying our culture, our shops, our grocery stores, our 
churches, our pharmacies, [and] our schools. They will be 
destroying all of that knowledge that has come down through 
the years, what we’ve been taught by our oldies and what we 
are still teaching our young ones now. So mining is going to 
really affect us in a big way. It will actually break our hearts, 
and destroy us emotionally. 

   When the mining exploration started, us Kokatha women 
took our issues to conferences and gatherings. We went up 
north and spoke at a big meeting called by senior Aboriginal 
women. Over the years, we have also met with students, [and] 
non-Indigenous support groups. Now, we regularly attend 
the meetings of the Australia Nuclear Free Alliance, which 
is a network of environmentalist and Aboriginal people from 
around Australia. Anyone else fighting mining companies are 
coming on board with us now. 

    We had one blockade, when we stopped all exploration 
work. Kokatha Mula women will blockade if need be. We have 
a lot of support from other women around the country. 

    We used to always go out the back, out the bush, and 
clean up the rockholes as we could. But then, along with 
some ‘greenies’ we started twice yearly trips that we now call 
‘Rockhole Recovery’. It started off with a whole group of 
women; different nationalities from all parts of Australia that 
came with us....‘Rockhole Recovery’ has introduced people to 
our country and culture at risk.

    

We are also taking our country and stories to the cities. 
We have websites and photographic exhibitions…[These 
materials] help us draw in support, and are an eye-opener for 
a lot of people. Women do most of the work and planning. So, 
the women are very, very important to this campaign. Men 
come along, but women are doing most of the stuff on the 
ground and [to complete the] paperwork. 

    To the mining companies, I want to say get out—it’s not 
your country, it’s not your culture. Just go away—and stay 
away. And to the government, the demand is still: this land is 
not yours and you have no right to give it away. We are not 
going to let you.”

   It’s been a beautiful country before [the Olympic Dam 
uranium mine]—but it looks terrible now… At the beginning, 
miners didn’t have the decency to sit down and have a meeting 
with the people. Then they wondered why we were doing the 
blockade. That’s how bad they are—they don’t sit down and 
have a meeting with people or ask if it would it be alright to 
drill.  They just went on and touched whatever they wanted. 
They didn’t care about Aboriginal land…

    We don’t want that mine.  We want the country healthy— 
good for the children, and the people, and everyone’s health. 
In 1998 we formed the ‘Kupa Piti Kungka Tjuta’. We came 
together to protect our culture. We travelled everywhere and 
we stopped the radioactive waste dump. It was a little thing but 
it would have been worse if they had put it in. 

    I’d tell governments and BHP to leave it [the land] alone…
From the very beginning, I was right in my own way that I 
didn’t like mining, [I] didn’t trust it…Let the whole world 
know—We don’t want this [mine] and I’d be real happy if we 
can do something about it. 

Footnote:
McMahon, F. and M. Cervantes, Fraser Institute Annual Survey of Mining 
Companies 2008/2009, Feb. 2009 <www.fraserinstitute.org/commerce.
web/product_files/MiningSurvey20082009_Cdn.pdf >.
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 To the shareholders of Barrick Gold: Barrick should 
not have touched Lake Cowal. Now we can’t take the 
children out there…The same with Mana Mountain. 
We can’t take the children to see the rock hole that 
never dries up. We don’t want them [Barrick] to touch 
Mana Mountain, like they have done at Lake Cowal. 
My father used to work at Mana Station and he use[d] 
to have his whole family out there…He’d take us out 
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to the lake, swimming and fishing. It’s so sad to see 
the way it is now.  All we’ve got now is memories. It’s 
all been destroyed by Barrick Gold.

What really hurt is how the division in the 
community—amongst the people—has all happened. 
It’s because of the mining at Lake Cowal, which we 
don’t want to happen. It’s not only going to affect the 
environment—as well as our sacred sites—but [the 
problem is also] the cyanide that’s used. There’s very 
little water flowing in the Lachlan River today. And 
you know, if the cyanide gets a chance to spill into 
the river, there are no guarantees [about the future of 
the wetlands]...Now here at Condobolin we’re used to 
big floods, and who is to say it’s not going to happen 
again…

I don’t know how people sleep at night. I don’t 
know what people see here. Do you see gold? Or 
is it money? Because money is the root of all evil. 
Or do you see blood? You know, this is where our 
people were massacred; where they were camped at 

Lake Cowal. Our ancestors died out there, they were 
buried out there. And it’s a place where the animals 
can go—out there, the kangaroos, emus, all the 
beautiful birds, all the beautiful creatures… All this 
has been destroyed because a white man and a black 
man came together because of greed. They sat down 
and schemed how to get around the community. It 
doesn’t all happen in the brain. It happens in the 
heart. When you feel what you have in the heart—and 
that’s the love for your people—then you forget about 
the greed…Now is the time we have to stand up and 
get together and fight for what we really own--what’s 
ours. We are the custodians of this land; we are the 
custodians of Lake Cowal. Let’s have this feeling 
again of what we once had—caring and sharing and 
respect—back into our community.

              —

papua new guinea
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   My name is Isidora Vargas Lopez. I was born in 
Huanuni. I am fifty-one years old and I work at the 
Huanuni mine. Before this, I worked in the mines to 
crush tin as a member of a coopertivo. I am glad now 
to be an employee, as I enjoy several benefits. I work 
with my compañeros (male colleagues) in operating 
the ore-crushing machines. In my section of the 
mine, I am the only woman amongst fourteen men. I 
had the support and trust from my compañeros and 
compañeras, and as a result, I became appointed as 
general secretary of the workers’ union.  I have been 
working as a miner for fifteen years and I am proud 
to be a woman miner. I understand the suffering 
experienced by the working class. My comrades call 
me ‘Mama Isidora’ because I always struggle for 
respect. 

When we [workers] organized road blockades, 
some of the compañeros could not comprehend 
the possibility of having a woman at the front of a 
protest movement when there were police clashes and 
violence...I did not support using confrontational 
tactics to blockade the road. But the machismo of my 
colleagues was overwhelming. Two compañeros were 
killed in the clashes with the police. After the violence 
happened, other compañeros could see that they 
had made a mistake by not listening to the women’s 
perspectives. The pressures of having to cope with the 

machismo of 
my compañeros 
caused me to 
decide to resign 
as general 
secretary in the 
mine workers’ 
union. 
 

As a former 
member of the 
mining co-
opertives—and 
particularly as 
a woman—I 
have sought to 
raise awareness 
amongst other 
women of the 
importance of 
claiming these 
spaces [in the workers’ rights movement]…Women 
need training, and we need to be able to take our 
rightful place. 

In the beginning, there was more discrimination 
against women workers. Now, our compañeros usually 
appreciate our work as women. Before, the machismo 
was much more intense, which is what led to my 
resignation of the position of the general secretary of 
the mine workers’ union. In the company, there are 
few women. There are only three hundred women 
out of a total of five thousand workers. In the general 
assemblies that bring all of the workers together, the 
whistles of the men do not let us talk. I do not think 
this is fair. 

For fourteen years, I was collecting and clearing ore 
as an artisanal miner. I suffered from severe kidney 
and lung problems, as the hard work was detrimental 
to my health. Now…I am not exposed to the sun as 
before. Still, working in the mines, we suffer from 
diseases such as silicosis and rheumatism, and the 
possibility of a work accident—including being killed 
on the job. Certainly, there are health risks inside and 
outside the mine. Those in charge of industrial safety 
have given workshops on taking care of our health 
and safety. However, sometimes workers ignore such 
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costa rica

precautions. But having a safe environment inside 
and outside the mine is important for our future. 
Ensuring a safe and healthy life for our children is 
most important. 

In our town there is a lot of pollution due to the 
mining. This contamination will eventually affect our 
food production. We will not have enough food for the 
future…

In our community, the level of abuse against 
women by their partners is high. Young mothers are 
abandoned by their partners; there are suicides, drug 
abuse, and crimes committed by young people. Women 
have to provide guidance to their children so that they 
[the youth] will not take their own lives.  

 
    Women’s movements in Huanuni have lost 
momentum and we need…to reorganize [ourselves]. 
We need to develop re-orientation courses for both 
men and women so that they can educate the children 
in this way [for gender equality]...

We are working as miners because there are no other 
alternative opportunities for work. We work for our 
children—we do not want them to have the same as we 
have experienced. We are working for a better future, 
and improvements for young miners that will be better 
than our situation. We, the women of the mines, are 
the breadwinners of our families. There are many 
widows, single mothers and abandoned women. There 
is no choice for us—we have to be both the mother 
and father for our children, giving them attention, an 
education, health and nourishment.  
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     I am from another town in San Miguel 
Ixtahuacán. I live here now, after arriving a few 
years ago to work in the school. Everything was 
calm when I arrived. People were very nice and 
united. When the mine started, everything started 
to change…[M]aybe three years ago…everything 
changed [after the mining companies came]. People 
became divided. People are more confrontational, 
rude, and arrogant.

    Everything has changed—the environment too. 
Because we would go out for walks in the mountains 
with the children…Now we don’t see the mountains, 
only the dust that comes from there. The environment 
is hotter, and more so with the dust. Before it wasn’t 
like this. We would go out for walks in the mountains 
with the children and we would go by foot because 
there was no road…We don’t take the children out 
anymore because where would we go with them?...
We do not go out for anything. We cannot go walking 
to other towns, on other paths, because it is private 
property—[the land is] dangerous to cross through 
and [is] restricted, so we can’t go. We are shut in...

    When I arrived, there was water. There was even 
water in the school…The children washed their 
hands—but not any more. The school does not get 
water anymore and the children don’t wash...Fifteen 
children between six and fourteen years of age [have 
skin problems]. There are nearly one hundred and 
eighty [children in the school]…Parents don’t want 
to go to the mine [owners] to show their children…
until some of them [the children] die. 

    My son does not get better…He has had a rash for 
more than ten months. He is a year and half old…
[This rash is] on his entire body from his face to his 
feet, to the tips of his toes. He had a lot [of bumps] on 
his feet and now they are on his legs, his face, and his 
fingers. I went everywhere [to search for treatments]. 
I went to dermatologists, pediatricians, doctors…
[and used] general medicine. They [the doctors] took 
a skin sample [and] a blood test, but they did not give 
me the results. I already used medicine for scabies—
but it is not scabies! Because I had already used 
soap, creams, lotions, and I even boiled his clothes 

in water with bleach… The clothes were destroyed in 
the water… Yes, I threw away the clothes, but nothing 
happened!…They [doctors] told me it was due to 
fleas. But I don’t have any animals. I do not have a 
dog, cat—nothing—not even chickens. [My son] cries 
a lot. It is like he feels uncomfortable. When I bathe 
him, he is calmer. My baby suffers a lot…

    I recognize that there are those who are in favour 
of the mine and those who are against, so these two 
groups are fighting…Even if the workers are getting 
sick, they continue to work there. I know a father of 
a family who got ill in the mine...They found metals 
in his blood, but he does not have results. He has a 
headache, fever, and red eyes. His work is surely the 
cause of his illness. He also has a severe intestinal 
infection... 

    Truly from my heart, I have wanted people to 
rise up…[and] that all the people [in San Miguel 
Ixtahuacán] recognize their reality. But they don’t do 
it…There are several of us who would like the people 
to wake up...The mine [company executives]…are so 
clever! They are providing projects [for us] with the 
hopes that the people [will] shut up. 
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In 1863, the U.S. wanted a safe passage to the gold mines 
in California.  A treaty of peace and friendship was signed 
by the U.S. and the Western Shoshone.  This treaty did 
not give or cede land.  It did allow…mining. But, this was 
[agreed upon] with the understanding that  small holes 
would be dug with a pick and hand-held shovel. This is 
not what we see today—earth torn up with modern mining 
equipment that rips the land…It looks like the earth has 
cancer and it keeps growing hourly, daily, [and] weekly.  
Precious water is being pumped out of the ground—20,000 
to 70,000 gallons per minute—at these mines…The mine 
operators were never given consent to operate there.

    The mine is in the vicinity of some of the Western 
Shoshone creation stories.  Creation stories tell us about 
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every aspect of life—what we are supposed to respect…
[and] to only take what we can use. The Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM) makes all the decisions if mining can 
occur there…The BLM and mining companies know about 
the special status of that area of Mount Tenabo. There has 
been ongoing concern about this particular area for years. 

    Women in traditional ways were—or are—highly 
respected.  Maybe not as much in today’s world. But in 
traditional ways, it was the female who was head of the 
home and made the decisions. Leaders of the [Shoshone] 
Nation were recommended by the women.

    I believe that dollars and cents account for the decisions 
that are made on behalf of the mining companies.  I have 
yet to see the [U.S.] Department of Interior say ‘no’ to a 
mine.  I believe the U.S. is still in the process of trying 
to assimilate the Western Shoshone into the European 
types of values and culture.  There are Western Shoshone 
[people] being used to help these companies to exploit…
the areas that hold our history and culture. The U.S. is 
now attempting to pay the Western Shoshone money for 
our traditional lands…But we cannot sell the land, because 
[the] earth is our Mother. 

    The U.S. calls this land ‘public’ and uses terms like 
‘gradual encroachment’ to strip us of our land…This land 
is our home. We should have a right to live in our traditional 
manner. Our rights to hunt according to our own seasons 
have been criminalized, [and] our rights to gather pine nuts 
have been limited…  

    We have been denied the right to property. [We have] 
no equality before the laws and [are] denied the right to 
due process.  The OAS [Organization of American States] 

and CERD [Committee on the Elimination of Racial 
Discrimination] of the UN have found the U.S. guilty of 
these violations. The Western Shoshone Defense Project… 
works with other grassroots organizations to stop  the 
insanity of the U.S. and corporations in their efforts to 
destroy land, water and air—and the very earth we live on.
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From the lush rainforests of Abya Yala to the island nations of Australia, Indonesia and the 
Philippines, and from the territory of the Western Shoshone People to the villages of western 
Ghana, the community profiles in this compilation have demonstrated that women worldwide 
are concerned about the health, gender, socio-economic, environmental and political injustices 
perpetrated by the mining industry. As Indigenous People, peasants, villagers, lawyers, researchers, 
students, workers, labour rights organizers, and community mobilizers, they have taken a principled 
stand for the rights of their communities, for justice, and for the lives of future generations. 
Many have indicated the need to embark on long-term processes of reforming the ways we 
extract minerals from the ground, and using finite natural resources with more care as well as 
consideration. Women contributors to this publication have also proposed ways the extractives 
industry and authorities should interact with their communities, in order to respect their rights 
to life and to a dignified livelihood. The following recommendations are derived from this diverse 
collection of voices.

To Mining Companies

• Respect the right of communities to reject mining and mineral exploration—on their land or in the vicinity of their 
houses/properties/traditional territory.

• Cease engaging in coercive tactics to pressure governments into deals which demand onerous concessions 
detrimental to the health and well-being of the country’s affected communities and/or the environment.

• Cease operations in countries governed by regimes which demonstrate blatant disregard for fundamental human 
rights standards and/or repress local civil society organizations. 

• Respect the right to information by publicly disclosing all documents in a timely and culturally appropriate 
manner.

• Respect community rights to free, prior and informed consent (FPIC) for mineral exploration and extraction 
projects. Suspend projects or withdraw proposals affecting communities where FPIC has not been granted by 
democratic, participatory means. Re-open negotiations for concessions where FPIC has not been granted, or 
where communities have pending complaints or legal challenges related to the lack of FPIC. 

• Respect international human rights law enshrined in the declarations and conventions of the United Nations and 
International Labour Organization. 

• Cease the use of company security units and paramilitary personnel to suppress civil society groups, and/or inflict 
gender-based violence on women from affected communities.

• Carry out environmental, social, health, economic, and human rights impact assessments and audits—each 
with specific gender sensitive analyses—before and during operations. Plan and implement project changes 
accordingly, respecting the needs of affected communities and workers. Pay particular attention to mitigating the 
negative effects on women’s lives and livelihoods.

• Cease dumping untreated mine tailings and rock waste into waterways, forests, residential areas, fields used for 
farming, or on mountaintops.

• Take responsibility for current or closed mining projects: clean-up the environmental damage; provide free, 
accessible and potable water to affected communities; pay a dignified level of compensation for health related 
problems and deaths caused by projects; support the building of decent, dignified housing for displaced 
communities.

• Respect mine workers’ rights in accordance with national law and international standards, including but not 
limited to: equal pay for equal work assumed by women and men; equal opportunities for upgrading occupational 
skills and knowledge; no toleration of violence against women, sexual harassment or discrimination; provision of 
appropriate work-site specific safety gear; and ensuring the availability of gear that meets the needs of women 
(including those who are pregnant).

• Abandon contractual confidentiality clauses imposed on workers that prohibit public disclosure of potential/ 

Conclusions and 

Recommendations
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Conclusions and 

Recommendations

ongoing health impacts, environmental damage, labour rights violations and gender-based harassment.

To International and Regional Monetary Institutions, Institutional Shareholders and International Donor Agencies

• Cease support for the expansion or promotion of corporate mining and oil operations, as well as affiliated 
company projects.

• Call on the extractive industries to adhere to internationally accepted human rights standards and to respect the 
rights of communities to free, prior and informed consent.

• Be cognizant of the needs and concerns of mining affected populations, and in particular, women in these 
communities. 

• Call on companies involved in the extractive industries to carry out—and publicly disclose—environmental, 
social, health, economic and human rights impact assessments and audits with gender sensitive analyses in a 
timely, culturally appropriate manner.

To National and Local Authorities 

• Comply with ILO Convention 169 on Indigenous Peoples’ Rights and uphold rights outlined in the 2007 UN 
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.

• Agree to a moratoria on new large-scale mining projects in areas identified as ‘greenfields’; on land already 
protected by national/state/provincial law; at sacred sites of Indigenous Peoples; in regions protected 
under international agreements (e.g. Ramsar Convention on Wetlands, cross-border migratory/biodiversity 
agreements, UNESCO world heritage sites); or in areas where local populations face water shortages.

• Make the terms and conditions of agreements with mining companies public.

• Respect community rights to free, prior and informed consent for mineral extraction projects, and the right 
of communities to reject mineral exploration and mining—on their land, or in the vicinity of their houses/
properties/traditional territory. Withdraw permission for—or facilitate a re-negotiation of—projects where FPIC 
has not been implemented in good faith.

• Publicly disclose information related to social, environmental, and health impacts at mining sites, paying 
particular attention to the impacts on women residents. Publicly disclose accurate, detailed and updated 
information regarding public funds used to support the development of extractive industries.

• Require mining companies to carry out—and publicly disclose—environmental, social, health, economic, and 
human rights impact assessments and audits with gender sensitive analyses in a timely, culturally appropriate 
manner.

• Provide universally accessible potable water to affected communities, specifically ensuring sufficient availability 
to women community members.

• Support the building of decent, dignified housing for displaced communities, in consultation with both men and 
women community members.

• Cease harassing and criminalizing community activists based on their gender and/or race and/or convictions.

• Cease the use of state financed military/security units to suppress civil society groups—and inflict gender- based 
violence on individual advocates—protesting oil and mining projects.

• Repeal anti-terrorist laws and policies which criminalize people protesting large-scale extractive industries.

• Forbid and penalize the dumping of untreated mine tailings and rock waste into water systems, forests, 
residential areas, fields used for farming, or on mountaintops.

• Support community-based co-operative enterprises, particularly those promoting full participation of women.

• Implement a national development plan that is based on the needs of people—and is particularly responsive to 
the needs of women—rather than focused on promoting the interests of large-scale extractive industries.

• Support research on—and implementation of—sustainable alternative initiatives that reduce social and 
economic dependence on the extraction and exploitation of the earth’s finite mineral resources. 

To Feminist Social Movements, Civil Society Activists, and Networks Concerned about Women’s Rights, Gender Equity 
& Gender Justice

• Listen to the concerns and aspirations of women from mining affected communities and stand with them in their 
struggles for respect, dignity, land, just forms of compensation, as well as the right to life itself. 
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International Women and Mining Network/  Red Internacional Mujeres y Mineria (RIMM) Resolutions

I. RIMM Resolutions on Indigenous Women’s Rights and Mining

RIMM recognizes the experiences of Indigenous People that the exploration and exploitation of minerals and metals has brought 
serious social and environmental problems, so widespread and injurious that such development cannot be described as ‘sustainable’.  
Therefore, RIMM asserts its commitment and solidarity with the Indigenous People’s Declaration on Extractive Industries from the Oxford 
Indigenous People’s Workshop, the Kimberley Declaration of Indigenous People to the World Summit on Sustainable Development in 
2002 and the International Labor Declaration Convention No.169.

• We demand for recognition and respect for the call by Indigenous People for a moratorium or ban on new mining projects and the 
expansion of existing projects that may affect Indigenous People. Until governments and companies have shown accountability towards 
projects implemented so far and that mining is the final resort to economic development in communities where they have a better 
quality of life than what exists or may exist, Indigenous Peoples’ assertion against mining in green-field areas must be respected.

• We demand that governments, the mining industry, international financial institutions and existing international laws must recognize 
indigenous people’s citizenship and the individual and collective rights of indigenous people and women to self-determination, to 
ownership and control over their lands, natural resources and territories. 

• The rights of indigenous people and women to free prior and informed consent, that such consent is not a static one-off process but is 
required for the life of any mining project, must be fully respected. No indigenous people or women should be forced out of their lands 
for the sake of mining either by the industry or by governments or international financial institutions.

• We support the rights of indigenous people and women as owners and stakeholders to mineral resources under their land and 
territories and if mining should exist, communities must have the first right of exploiting the mineral resources.

• We demand the recognition of artisanal, traditional and community mining where women play an important role and demand that 
governments provide economic support, development facilities, technology interface, safety measures, training and market linkages to 
women who are in this sector.

• Households headed by women should be recognized and treated in the same way as that of men with respect to decision-making, 
compensation and rehabilitation.

• Transnational mining companies must not be allowed to implement projects, use and commit violations in Indigenous Peoples’ lands 
that are prohibited in their own countries.

    ~   ~   ~

II. RIMM Resolutions For the Protection of the Environment

The environment and health of women and local communities have been detrimentally impacted by mining activities for hundreds of 
years. Such impacts include contamination of our rivers, oceans, land, fresh water bodies, and air through toxic emissions and tailings 
ponds of the mining industry. Mining companies do not take responsibility for maintaining the health of the environment throughout 
the cycle of mining and neither do they have proper disaster management or mine management plans that are liable for public scrutiny. 
Denial and suppression of environmental impacts has been the history of mining in the world.

• We demand that the precautionary principle must apply in its most stringent form to all mining operations given the disproportionate 
environmental and health impacts on women.  

• We demand the immediate cessation of liberalization and privatization of our environment, water and natural resources, and 
companies using political clout for modification of laws that protect them. 

• We demand for a gender impact assessment and audit of all new and current projects. 

• We demand that mining companies and governments acknowledge the environmental risks of their projects and give accurate and 
detailed information to public and communities before undertaking new projects. 

• Environment impact assessments must be undertaken by independent bodies and must have proper representation of all stakeholders 
including women before they are cleared. 

• Mining companies must bear the cost of using environmentally sound technologies. 

• Destructive practices such as riverine tailings disposal, submarine tailings disposal and the mining of sulphide bodies leading to acid 
mine drainage must be banned. 

•Companies and government must not undertake mining operations in protected areas such as sacred sites, protected forests, marine 
reserves, world heritage listings and community forests. 

• Companies must take responsibility for prevention of contamination, clean-up wastes created by mining activities, and compensate for 
damages including damages to health of women and communities affected by mining activities. 

• Companies must be mandated to undertake training for women mine workers on health hazards and precautions at the work-place and 
home. 

• Companies must take responsibility for clean-up of abandoned mines and reclaim land, water bodies and other resources around the 
sites and made suitable for reuse by local communities. 

84 Defending Land, Life and Dignity



III. RIMM Resolutions with Respect to Women Mine Workers

Mining is the most unfriendly and gender unjust industry towards women, excluding them from formal and organized 
sector work participation. Privatization and liberalization have completely marginalized women in the mining 
industry by large scale retrenchment and denial of employment. Mining today, is providing only casual, contract 
or daily wage labor opportunities for women in the informal sector where legislative protections do not exist and 
collective bargaining through unionization is almost impossible. Most often their only source of livelihood from 
mining is as illegal scavengers or as ‘payiris’. Free trade has led to women and children working in very inhuman 
conditions without any economic remuneration or work safety or social security. Women mine workers are exposed 
to high levels of pollution and toxic substances at the work place and are especially employed in the more hazardous 
and polluting sections of the mining operations. Mining has caused irrevocable illnesses like silicosis, tuberculosis, 
asbestosis, chronic, debilitating, terminal and reproductive health problems which are deliberately suppressed by the 
industry, ignored and neglected by our governments. Therefore, RIMM supports the rights of women mine workers 
and demands that:

• Mining companies must immediately cease the retrenchment and marginalization of women mine workers and end 
contracting or bonded labour work for women. 

• Women mine workers must be provided proper employment in the formal and public sector. 

• Women must have protective labor safeguards where they can defend themselves against exploitation of the 
industry, contractors, mine-owners and male workers. 

• Women mine workers must be provided with proper work gear and safety equipment suitable-and designed for-
women. 

• Women mine workers must get equal pay for equal work of equal value, property rights in cooperatives and a safe 
and healthy work environment that is free of discrimination, violence and sexual abuse. 

• Women must have access to educational opportunities on par with men in mine engineering and related fields. 

• Maximization of work opportunities for women, not just in traditional jobs allocated to women but training and 
transferble skills must be provided for non-traditional jobs. 

• Child labour in all mining activities must be banned and governments must guarantee progressive development of 
mine workers and their children to eliminate child labor not merely as a law but to provide economic security so that 
mine workers are not forced to push children into mine labour. 

• Women mine workers have the right to have a mandatory women’s committee which is recognized by government 
and companies, and that has full decision making power for women workers’ concerns. 

• Women workers must be given adequate maternity and child care benefits both at home and in the workplace.
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Resources for Action: 
More Information & Ways to Get Involved

INTERNATIONAL 

International Women and Mining Network/Red Internacional Mujeres y Mineria

www.rimmrights.org/Email: rimmrights@gmail.com

EarthWorks www.earthworksaction.org

Food First Information Action Network www.fian.org 

Friends of the Earth-International www.foei.org

La Via Campesina www.viacampesina.org

London Mining Network www.londonminingnetwork.org 

Latin American Mining Monitor Program/Latin American Women’s Union www.lammp.org.uk

Mines and Communities www.minesandcommunities.org

No More Dirty Gold www.nomoredirtygold.org

Oxfam Australia Mining Program www.oxfam.org.au/explore/mining/

Observatorio Latinoamericano de Conflictos Ambientales  www.olca.cl

“Protest Barrick” Global Network www.protestbarrick.net

AFRICA
Ghana
WACAM
Since 1998, WACAM has worked in the Tarkwa region of Western Ghana to raise awareness about—and advocate for—
respect of fundamental human rights, campaign against environmental degradation, and seek just forms of compensation for 
communities that have lost their land and means of livelihood due to large-scale mining. WACAM documents the concerns of 
mining affected communities, while promoting alternative economic models based on the collective right to food sovereignty. 
In addition, WACAM acts as a liaison with governmental institutions and other agencies to raise the concerns of mining affected 
communities. Internationally, WACAM seeks to build cross-continental solidarity initiatives with allies campaigning against the 
destruction caused by the mining industry. 
Website: www.wacam.org Email: kowus75@yahoo.com

Nigeria
Environmental Rights Action Nigeria/Friends of the Earth-Nigeria
Founded in 1993, Environmental Rights Action (ERA) is a non-governmental organization advocating for environmental justice 
and the democratization of development in Nigeria, promoting environmentally responsible practices, and defending the 
livelihood rights of communities.  ERA campaigns to change policies and simultaneously, enable local people to defend their 
environmental human rights. Currently, ERA focuses on exposing the environmental human rights violations committed by 
multinational oil companies in the Niger Delta, supporting the communities in the Niger Delta in their democratic agitation for 
resource control and demanding changes to the West Africa Gas Pipeline Project. ERA acts as the Nigerian chapter of Friends of 
the Earth and co-ordinates the African-based efforts of OilWatch International, a global network of communities affected by oil 
extraction. 
Website: www.eraction.org Email: eraction@eraction.org
More Information:Wiwa V. Shell www.wiwavshell.com 
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South Africa
Jubilee South Africa (JSA)
Jubilee South Africa was established in 1998 to call for the cancellation of the Apartheid-era debt to international financial 
institutions, reparations to be provided to affected communities by international corporations that supported and benefited 
from Apartheid, and the reallocation of resources to support a national agenda for social, economic and environmental justice. 
Currently, JSA works to stop mining companies from destroying community land and natural resources, and from imposing living 
and working conditions that threaten peoples’ health, culture, lifestyles and livelihoods. At the same time, JSA seeks to generate 
discussions about alternative forms of development, support the building of local social movements—from below—and facilitate 
the identification of solutions by mining affected communities. Efforts are concentrated on supporting community capacities to 
organize, mobilize and communicate with each other, assisting in immediate needs for technical and legal services, as well as 
publicizing their demands for change. E-mail: george@mail.ngo.za / bnthako@gmail.com
More Information: GroundWork/Friends of the Earth South Africa www.groundwork.org.za

Save the Wild Coast
This coalition of organizations and individuals formed to give voice to concerns about mining and highway developments in the Wild 
Coast region and call for ecologically sensitive economic aternatives. The SWC campaign calls for a moratorium on any decisions 
about the proposed open pit mine, the highway extension and other environmentally damaging projects along the Wild Coast  until 
all possible alternatives are thoroughly investigated and asks that any decision making processes take into account the findings of 
the “Strategic Environmental Assessment and Wild Coast Regional Spatial Development Framework” and the demands of locally 
affected communities.
Website: www.swc.org.za

ASIA
Cambodia
Oxfam-America East Asia Regional Office (Cambodia)
Oxfam America’s East Asia Programme seeks to bring the government, civil society, and the private sectors together to promote 
respect for the rights of those in mining affected communities, and adherence to transparent revenue processes that contribute 
to long-term poverty reduction. Oxfam works with communities to ensure that they are informed about any extractive industry 
developments that will affect their future, and are equipped to advocate on their own behalf. To respond to the concerns raised 
by members of civil society, Oxfam staff work with governments to strengthen regulatory frameworks pertaining to the extractive 
industries.   
Website: www.oxfamamerica.org/regions/east-asia/background 

India
Samata
Samata is a social justice organization working for the rights of the tribal adivasi people in the state of Andhra Pradesh, and for the 
protection of the natural resources and ecology of the Eastern Ghats. Locally, Samata facilitates the provision of legal aid, media 
advocacy, campaign, documentation, and research support to tribal communities struggling for the protection of their rights, and 
help to build the capacities of community members—particularly women—to assert their constitutional and customary rights. 
At the state and national levels, advocacy efforts are focused on policies affecting tribal peoples, as well as on the sustainable, 
equitable local management of natural resources. Internationally, Samata collaborates with indigenous peoples’ movements to 
strengthen global demands for just development. 
Website: www.samataindia.org Email: samataindia@gmail.com

SAKHI
This organization initially opened as a youth resource center, but under the leadership of Dr. Bhagyalakshmi, has become  
focussed on creating a space for women and girls to become empowered, by supporting those who have been severely impacted 
by economic and social exploitation, promoting education amongst girl children and supporting the higher education of girls 
from vulnerable communities. In particular, SAKHI supports Dalit and Devadesi girls, sexually abused girls and those who have 
been caught in a cycle of child labour.  The strategy of preventing the drop-out of girls from educational and higher educational 
institutions has included addressing the issues of discrimination and corruption in hostels, poor quality schooling, forced marriage of 
young girls and the lack of opportunities for broader societal interaction.  Email: sakhi.hyka@rediffmail.com 

Indonesia
Jaringan Advokasi Tambang (JATAM/Mining Advocacy Network)
JATAM is a network of non-governmental and community-based organizations in Indonesia working on issues concerning 
human rights, gender disparities, the environment, indigenous peoples and social justice in relation to the mining, oil, and 
gas industries. JATAM’s activities are conducted in recognition of the right of all Indonesians to live healthy, productive lives in 
ecologically sustainable communities. In particular, JATAM seeks to support indigenous communities in their struggles against the 
dehumanization and environmental destruction caused by the invasion of the mining, oil and gas industries. JATAM seeks to develop 
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programs that are participatory, democratic, equitable, non-violent, non-partisan, non-discriminatory, inter-generational, and 
envision a future with social, economic, gender and environmental justice. 
Website: www.english.jatam.org   Email: jatam@jatam.org

Mongolia
Steps Without Border
Steps Without Border was established in Mongolia in 2006 to promote social justice, civic participation in decision-making 
processes, and democratic development. SWB supports participatory rural development and environmental protection 
initiatives by focusing on outreach to herder families. The social, ecological and economic disruption and dislocation caused by 
the recent expansion of the gold mining industry in Mongolia is of particular concern to SWB.  
Email: lariuna@gmail.com / bayaraa_bulgan@yahoo.com 

Philippines
Innabuyog
Innabuyog is an alliance of indigenous women’s organizations in the Cordillera region of the Philippines that includes peasants, 
workers, professionals, urban poor, students, and youth. Innabuyog seeks to empower women to assert their rights to 
land, life, resources, and dignity, while building solidarity with other women who struggle against all forms of oppression 
and discrimination. While opening spaces at the village level to discuss the consequences of economic globalization on 
women’s lives, Innabuyog participates in national and international discussions to share the local realities and perspectives of 
indigenous women. Members continuously speak out against the militarization of communities and the persecution of human 
rights defenders, and work to expose the specific forms of violence perpetrated against indigenous women and children. Many 
of the indigenous women in Innabuyog are involved in determined campaigns to oppose large-scale mining and defend their 
land as well as livelihood rights. 
Website: www.cpaphils.org/campaigns/about%20innabuyog.htm  E-mail: innabuyog@gmail.com
More Information: Cordillera Peoples Alliance www.cpaphils.org 

Legal Rights and Natural Resources Center - Kasama sa Kalikasan/ Friends of the Earth-Philippines
The Legal Rights and Natural Resources Center - Kasama sa Kalikasan/ Friends of the Earth-Philippines (LRC-KsK/FoE-Phils.) is 
a non-profit policy advocacy and legal research institute. LRC-KsK/FoE envisions a society for all women and men where the 
ownership, use, management, and conservation of natural resources are carried out in a democratic, ecologically sustainable, 
culturally appropriate, economically viable, gender just and equitable manner. To advance this overall vision, the Center also 
links with various organizations locally, nationally and internationally. We work with indigenous and rural communities to 
advocate for the recognition and protection of their rights to land.  The Center seeks to catalyze changes in laws, policies and 
political structures, while working at the local level alongside communities to develop analyses on relevant policies and social 
issues.  
Website: www.lrcksk.org Email: lrcksk@lrcksk.org

Thailand
Eco-Culture Study Group/Thai Network of Mining Affected Peoples
The Eco-Culture Study Group was formed by an alliance of environmental, community and human rights advocates in the 
north-eastern regions of Thailand in response to popular concerns about mining, hydroelectric dam and nuclear waste storage 
site developments. Currently, members are engaged in outreach and advocacy initiatives with community volunteers, local 
academics, and youth in mining affected areas to discuss the devastating health and environmental impacts of large-scale 
mining, and open spaces for envisioning community-based development alternatives. Through an inclusive and participatory 
process spearheaded by Eco-Culture members, a Network of Mining Affected Communities is gradually emerging, providing 
greater possibilities for a coordinated platform for social and legal advocacy.  
Website: ecoculture.wordpress.com

PACIFIC
Papua New Guinea
Centre for Environmental Research and Development/ Mining Affected Women’s Foundation
Founded in 2003, the Centre for Environmental Research and Development (CERD) is one of the few environmental and 
human rights organizations in Papua New Guinea working for the rights of communities affected by oil, gas and mineral 
extraction. The Mine Affected Women’s Foundation (MAWF) is an initiative affiliated with CERD that was established by a 
collective of women in response to the negative impacts of mining in Papua New Guinea. MAWF is made up of strong women 
from mine affected communities and allied women who share their concerns. Email: mawf@cerd.org.pg
More Information:  Porgera Alliance www.porgeraalliance.net 
Mineral Policy Institute eyeonmining.wordpress.com  
More Information: Friends of the Earth-Australia www.foe.org.au
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Australia
Coalition to Save Lake Cowal
Since the early 1990s, the campaign to stop the gold mine at Lake Cowal has been organized by Wiradjuri Traditional Owners, 
environmentalists, scientists, students, and communities around Australia, all of whom are concerned about the impacts of the 
open-pit cyanide heap leach operation on the local ecology, cultural heritage and people’s lives. A broad base of community, 
regional and national organizations as well as international allies support the Lake Cowal campaign and are involved in 
demanding that Canada’s Barrick Gold stop mining on the sacred territory of the Wiradjuri Nation. 
Website: www.savelakecowal.org

Kokatha Mula Nation/West Mallee Protection (WMP)
The West Mallee Protection is an environmental justice group emerging from an alliance between environmentalists and 
Kokatha Mula people concerned about the impacts of proposed large-scale mining and mineral export industries on the 
ecological and cultural heritage of the Ceduna region in South Australia. Combining traditional indigenous knowledge with 
activist-based skills, WMP aims to secure the protection of this region, while addressing environmental degradation, promoting 
indigenous heritage, and defending cultural rights. WMP members conduct research on critical issues related to the impacts 
of large-scale mining and share this information with the local community as well as the broader public. Given the need for 
employment opportunities, WMP simultaneously promotes alternative initiatives to enrich the community and economic status 
of the region. The WMP is affiliated to Friends of the Earth Australia.  
Website: www.kokathamula.auspics.org.au/Email: westmallee@gmail.com 

CENTRAL AND SOUTH AMERICA/ABYA YALA
Bolivia
Red Nacional Mujeres y Mineria/Bolivian National Women and Mining Network
This coalition is composed of women miners, wives of workers in mining communities, NGOs, and professional women who are 
allies. There are several committees focusing on different concerns, including economic justice, the environment, public policy, 
socially responsible mining, and international relations. E-mail: rossar46@hotmail.com/elsvanhoecke@yahoo.es

Guatemala
Rights Action
Rights Action is a development, environmental justice and human rights organization that funds community organizations 
carrying out human rights, development, environmental and emergency relief projects in Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico 
(Chiapas & Oaxaca) and El Salvador.  In addition, Rights Action builds north-south alliances and is committed to education 
and activism in North America to address how the USA and Canada sometimes contribute to—and benefit from—global 
exploitation, repression, environmental destruction and racism.
Website: www.rightsaction.org/Email: info@rightsaction.org

Additional Websites:
Acción Ecológica (Ecuador) www.accionecologica.org
Asamblea de Vecinos Autoconvocados de Esquel(Argentina) www.noalamina.org
Centro de Incidencia Ambiental (Panama) www.ciampanama.org
Comunidad Agrícola Los Huascoaltinos (Chile) www.huascoaltinos.cl

Ramirez vs Copper Mesa www.ramirezversuscoppermesa.com

NORTH AMERICA/TURTLE ISLAND
Ardoch Algonquin First Nation
The Ardoch Algonquin First Nation and Allies (AAFNA) is a confederation of Algonquin families that collectively identifies their 
homeland as the area now known as the Mississippi, Madawaska, Rideau, and Tay watersheds. These Ardoch families express 
a desire to preserve traditional language, culture and territorial jurisdiction by working together and maintaining a sense of 
community. Presently, AAFNA is focused on developing strategies to defend their territory from development by the nuclear, 
mining and forestry industries, and are conducting public consciousness raising efforts throughout the country. Website: www.
aafna.ca Email: info@aafna.ca
More Information: Defenders of the Land www.defendersoftheland.org
and South.   Website: www.wsdp.org E-mail: wsdp@igc.org

MiningWatch Canada
MiningWatch Canada (MWC) is a Canadian initiative supported by environmental, social justice, indigenous and labour rights 
organizations. It addresses the urgent need for a co-ordinated public interest response to the threats to public health, water 
and air quality, fish and wildlife habitat and community interests posed by irresponsible mineral policies and practices in Canada 
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and around the world. MWC is a direct response to industry and government failures to not only protect the public and 
the environment from destructive mining practices, but also to deliver on their sustainability rhetoric. With technical and 
strategic expertise as well as a vision of sustainable and healthy communities, MWC supports the monitoring, analysis, 
and advocacy needed to impact the decisions of the mining industry and public policy makers. 
Website: www.miningwatch.ca  Email: info@miningwatch.ca 
 
Western Shoshone Defense Project (WSDP)
The WSDP was formed to provide support to Shoshone elders—in particular, Carrie Dann and the late Mary Dann—whose 
lands and livelihoods have been threatened by the expansion of corporate gold mining. Directed by Carrie Dann, the 
WSDP is guided by the traditional Shoshone governance structures and traditional leaders. Together with organizations 
around the world, the WSDP has been working to bring international attention to the injustices and devastation resulting 
from gold mining operations. The WSDP has played an important role in building an international case against Canada’s 
Barrick Gold by exposing its record of violating human rights and destroying the land belonging to communities in the 
Global North.   
Website: www.wsdp.org E-mail: wsdp@igc.org 

Mining Corporations Featured in this Publication that Face Coordinated 
Campaigns & Legal Action by Local Human Rights and Environmental Justice 
Advocates Include: 

Anglo American www.angloamerican.co.uk 

Anglo Gold Ashanti www.anglogold.com 

AngloPlatinum www.angloplatinum.co.uk 

Barrick Gold Corporation www.barrick.com 

BHP Billiton www.bhpbilliton.com 

B2 Gold www.b2gold.com 

Copper Mesa Mining Corporation www.coppermesacorp.com 

Corriente Resources Inc. www.corriente.com 

Frontenac Ventures www.frontenacventures.com 

Heathgate Resources www.heathgateresources.com.au 

Goldcorp www.goldcorp.com 

IAMGold www.iamgold.com 

Iluka www.iluka.com 

International Minerals Corporation www.intlminerals.com 

Infinito Gold www.infinitogold.com 

Inmet www.inmetmining.com 

Lepanto Consolidated Mining Company www.lepantomining.com 

Mineral Commodities

Oceana Gold www.oceanagold.com 

OZ Minerals www.ozminerals.com

Teck www.teck.com 

Tungkum www.tongkahharbour.com/tongkah/company_TKL.html 

Uranium One www.uranium1.com 

Vale Inco www.valeinco.com 

Xstrata www.xstrata.com
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Acid mine drainage-When rock containing sulphur is exposed to air and water (such as that which surrounds deposits of gold, 
silver and copper), sulphuric acid is produced. This acid dissolves heavy metals found in waste rock and tailings produced 
during mineral extraction operations. This toxic chemical mixture drains into ground and surface water. 

Acute conjunctivitis-An inflammation of the membrane that lines the white section of one’s eye and underside of eye lid, 
often caused by constant exposure to dust. Symptoms include bloodshot and irritated eyes.

Aquifer-A concentrated amount of underground water found in layers of porous rock.

Adivasis-Understood as the original inhabitants of India, the various ethnic groups which consider themselves as ‘adivasi’ 
traditionally led an autonomous existence outside of the dominant Hindu caste system, and remain dependent on hunting 
and gathering as well as small scale agricultural practices. However, they have been economically, socially, and politically 
marginalized. Mining operations, logging, hydroelectric dams, and other large-scale development projects have consistently 
displaced their settlements. 

Artisanal small-scale mining (ASM)-Informal extraction of minerals and metals on an independent family or community 
level, using non-mechanized techniques, such as panning, digging, shovelling, cutting and sorting. Mercury may be used as an 
amalgam, severely damaging the health of workers and the surrounding ecosystems. When larger mining companies apply for 
land concessions, local families who depend on ASM are considered ‘illegal’ inhabitants. 

Bauxite-This mineral is used to make aluminium, and also used in abrasives and cement manufacturing.

Certificate of Ancestral Domain Title (Philippines)-Legislation in the Philippines that is part of the 1997 Indigenous Peoples 
Rights Act to approve a community’s claims for a land title. In principle, the granting of a CADT recognizes Indigenous Peoples’ 
traditional systems of land tenure. 

Cobalt-Primarily used in gas turbines, lithium batteries, and as a catalyst in the production of petroleum, cobalt is also used in 
porcelain enamels, for glass colouring, and in prosthetic parts.
 
Copper-Used for thermal and electronic conductors, copper is also sought for building materials, monetary coin purposes and 
as a component in ceramic glaze.

Cyanide heap leach system-A process through which crushed ore containing gold is heaped on a pad or base, and sprayed 
with a cyanide solution. The cyanide bonds to the gold while seeping through the heaps. The resulting materials at the bottom 
of the piles are pumped into a mill for chemical separation. The remaining cyanide is stored in artificially constructed ponds. 
Contamination of the surrounding environment due to cyanide leakage is considered inevitable. 

Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA)-Before a mine is constructed, an EIA is often mandated by national legislation in 
order to explain possible impacts the mine will have on the environment, and provide information about how destruction to 
ecosystems can be minimized. 

Gold-Between eighty and ninety percent of newly mined gold is used by the jewelry and ornamental industries. The remaining 
amount is used for electroplating, electrical semi-conductors and anti-rheumatic drugs. 

ILO Convention 169- Adopted by the International Labour Organization (ILO) in 1989, Convention 169 recognizes that 
Indigenous Peoples should be consulted when legislative and administrative measures affecting them are under consideration; 
that they should have the right to participate at all levels of decision-making; and that they should have the right to decide 
their own development priorities. In addition, this international legal mechanism calls for prior assessment of the social, 
spiritual, cultural and environmental impacts of planned ‘development’ projects on any affected Indigenous populations.  

International Finance Corporation (IFC)-The IFC is part of the World Bank Group, headquartered in Washington, DC. 
It primarily functions to finance large-scale private sector projects, such as mining, oil and gas extraction projects, and 
hydroelectric dams. 

Indian Act (Canada)-Legislation in Canada originally adopted in 1876 that sought to subjugate Indigenous Peoples under 
colonial authorities. The ‘Crown’ (British administration) was established as the guardian of land once collectively shared 
by different Indigenous Peoples; traditional forms of leadership were displaced; traditional practices were banned; 
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enfranchisement as a ‘Canadian citizen’ was prohibited until an individual agreed to assimilate; and the right of Indigenous 
women who married non-Indigenous men to legally claim their status and heritage was withdrawn. An amended Indian Act 
remains part of the Canadian judicial framework, and is considered by First Nations populations to perpetuate discriminatory 
and colonial relationships.    

Iron-Used for components in the construction of machinery and machine tools, cars, ship hulls, and building structures, 
as well as for furniture, kitchenware, and office accessories. Iron ore is also utilized in the production of certain types of 
garments, rubber, paint, insecticides, and animal feed.

Liming-Industrial process used to reduce acidic content of mine tailings and stabilize overall contamination of surrounding 
environment.

Mine tailings-After desired minerals are removed from the mining area, the remaining ground rock waste, or tailings, are left 
in piles. Containing residue of heavy metals, tailings threaten to contaminate surrounding air, water and land.  

Mining concession-Area of land sold to mining companies for exploration and operations. 

Native Title (Australia)-In 1993, the Australian federal government opened a procedure for granting ‘Native Title’ rights for 
territories identified as Indigenous homelands. Initially, the ‘Native Title’ procedures were interpreted as a breakthrough for 
Aboriginal land rights advocates.  Since then, Aboriginal groups report few positive results, as it has become apparent that 
the Native Title system has in fact had a disempowering impact for the Original Peoples.

Nickel-This ore is used primarily in stainless steel, magnets, electronic components, rechargeable batteries, and monetary 
coins. In addition, the nickel sulphide compound is mined for use in electroplating and batteries.

Organization of American States (OAS)-Headquartered in Washington, DC, this international organization is made up 
of North, Central and South American states. The OAS has established two affiliated institutions, the Inter-American 
Commission on Human Rights and the Inter-American Court on Human Rights, which provide a mechanism for the 
denunciation and resolution of human rights violations in individual cases, as well as for monitoring the general human 
rights situation in member states.

Ore reserves-The amount and grade of ore that a company calculates can be extracted. Amounts are classified as ‘possible’, 
‘probable’ and ‘proven’ reserves according to data available.

Open-pit mine/open-cast mine-A great deal of earth removal over vast expanses of land is required for this process of 
extracting minerals relatively close to the surface layers of soil. Due to the total discarding of topsoil, this process typically 
has a devastating toll on the surrounding ecosystems. 

Palm sago-Edible starch extracted from palm tree trunks. The staple source of carbohydrates for many South Pacific peoples.

Phytotoxicity test-Assessment of toxic chemicals found in the soil, such as those released into the environment by mineral 
extraction and smeltering processes.

Platinum-Used in car emission control devices and engines, electronics and catalysts (particularly for the production of 
petroleum), platinum is also a common component in ships, steel piers and pipelines.

Sedimentation-Blockage of aquatic ecosystem due to heavy particulate matter deposited into waterways during—and 
after—mining operations.

Silicosis-Incurable lung disease characterized by the growth of lumps and scar tissue in the lungs. It is caused by repeated 
exposure to toxic particles of silica in the air.

Silver-As a versatile mineral, silver is used primarily in control rods for nuclear reactors, electronic devices, batteries, jewelry, 
photograph development, specialized optics, clothing production, medical preparations, musical instruments, dental fillings, 
and monetary coins.

Sinkhole-Often occurring when mines are decommissioned or abandoned, sinkholes are usually caused by the collapse of 
underground mine shafts and/or processes of subsidence at mining sites.

Strip mine-A mine that consists of a series of rows/strips where the soil and rock above the mineral/ore to be extracted are 
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completely removed. This process is sometimes referred to as ‘mountain-top removal’ due to the complete destruction of the 
surface of the land. 

Structural Adjustment Programme (SAPs)-Imposed on governments by the World Bank as conditionalities for loans and debt 
repayment, SAPs are aimed at reducing national government budget deficits through a set of strict macroeconomic policies 
that include decreasing government expenditure (particularly on social programs), increasing export production, privatizing 
state run industries, and liberalizing trade and investment policies.

Subsidence-Gradual sinking—or abrupt collapse—of the rock and soil into an underground mine. 

Tailings pond/dam-At mining sites, artificial dams and ponds are constructed to store the toxic liquefied wastes and 
contaminated water left over from ore processing. Heavy metals contained in the tailings often leach from the storage area 
into the surrounding soil and watershed systems.

Thorium-Metal used in aircraft engines, electronic wire coating, nuclear reactors, nuclear fuel, and in procedures to determine 
the age of fossils. It is also added to glass and ceramics for heat-resistant properties. 

Tin-Commonly used to make containers for food/drink preservation, tin is also used as a component in alloys, as a 
preservative for wood and plastics products, for electrical conductors, and as a solder for pipes as well as electric circuits.  

Titanium-As an alloy, titanium is used for air and spacecraft, naval ship, missile, submarine, aquarium and desalination plant 
components. It is also used in metallic sporting goods, sculptures and surgical implants. As a pigment, it is used in paints, 
paper, toothpaste, plastics, and sunscreens. 

Unceded territory-Areas of land which have neither been surrendered by the Indigenous/First Nations Peoples to a 
government entity, nor ‘officially’ demarcated as a territory belonging to a particular Indigenous Peoples.

United Nations Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination-A panel of independent experts that monitors 
the implementation of the UN Convention on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination (173 state parties). The committee 
examines reports submitted from each state regarding their compliance with the rights set out under the convention, and 
prepares “Concluding Observations”, which document the concerns and recommendations to ensure people in any given state 
have access to the convention rights. The Committee also proactively monitors state compliance through procedures for the 
filing of individual and inter-state complaints, as well as an early warning procedure.

United Nations Convention on the Elimination of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW)-Adopted in 1979 by the UN 
General Assembly, CEDAW defines what constitutes discrimination against women and outlines an agenda for national action 
to end such discrimination. All 186 state signatories have committed to uphold the rights outlined in CEDAW. The optional 
protocol lays out procedures for individual complaints to be submitted as well as the launching of inquiries into grave and 
systematic violations of women’s rights. 

United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples-Adopted in 2007 by the UN General Assembly, this 
document outlines the individual and collective rights of Indigenous Peoples, including rights to self-determination, land 
and territories, cultural identities, values and beliefs, language, health, and management of natural resources. Specifically, it 
recognizes Indigenous Peoples’ right to “free and informed consent prior to the approval of any project affecting their lands or 
territories and other resources, particularly in connection with the development, utilization or exploitation of mineral, water 
or other resources.” (Art. 32)

United Nations Special Rapporteur on Adequate Housing-Appointed by the UN Commission on Human Rights, this 
independent expert has a duty to identify the best practices and challenges related to promoting the full realization of the 
right to adequate housing. Under the current mandate, this rapporteur has the specific task to identify issues related to 
women’s access to housing and land rights. Rapporteur concerns and recommendations are submitted to the UN General 
Assembly.  

Uranium-Uranium is primarily used in missiles and other military weaponry, in nuclear weapons and reactors, for equipping 
combat vehicles, as well as for dating geological formations. Also used in the medical isotope field.  

Zircon-This metal is extracted for use in insulation and refractory materials, abrasives, ceramics, nuclear reactors, sandblasting 
and welding. 
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